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 Servicing all makes & models of American and
Import automobiles
 Specializing in commercial bus & truck repairs
 Custom monthly maintenance plans available
 Full service facility with on-site repairs
 After hours key drop

Hours and Info:

Engine Smoke Emissions

Hours of Operation
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM Until 6:00 PM
Virginia State Safety
Inspections
All Makes & Models even buses & large trucks
9:00 AM until 5:00 PM

All Major Credit Cards
Accepted

Smoke coming from the tailpipe is not good news, but
does not necessarily mean the engine needs rebuilding.
First, you need to determine what color of smoke is
coming from the tailpipe. The three most common
colors of smoke that can be emitted from the tailpipe
are as follows:
White smoke: White smoke is caused by water and/or
antifreeze entering the cylinder, and the engine trying
to burn it with the fuel. The white smoke is really
steam. There are special gaskets (head gaskets are the
primary gaskets) that keep the antifreeze from entering
the cylinder area. The cylinder is where the fuel and air
mixture are being compressed and burned. Any amount
of antifreeze that enters this area will produce a white
steam that will be present at the tailpipe area.
If white smoke is present, check to see if the proper
amount of antifreeze is inside the radiator and the
overflow bottle. Also check to see if antifreeze has
contaminated the engine oil. You can look at the engine
oil dipstick, or look at the under side of the engine oil
filler cap. If the oil is contaminated with antifreeze, it
will have the appearance of a chocolate milkshake. Do
not start the engine if the oil is contaminated with
antifreeze, as serious internal engine damage can
result.
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How did antifreeze get in the oil or cylinder in the first
place? The engine probably overheated and a head
gasket failed due to excessive heat, thus allowing
antifreeze to enter the cylinder (Where it is not meant
to be).

Map/Directions:
Find Fleet Authority Here

Blue Smoke: Blue smoke is caused by engine oil
entering the cylinder area and being burned along with
the fuel air mixture. As with the white smoke, just a
small drop of oil leaking into the cylinder can produce
blue smoke out the tailpipe. Blue smoke is more likely
in older or higher mileage vehicles than newer cars with
fewer miles.

How did the engine oil get inside the cylinder in the first place? The car has many
seals, gaskets, and O-rings that are designed to keep the engine oil from entering the
cylinder, and one of them has failed. If too much oil leaks into the cylinder and fouls
the spark plug, it will cause a misfire (engine miss) in that cylinder, and the spark
plug will have to be replaced or cleaned of the oil. Using thicker weight engine oil or
an oil additive designed to reduce oil leaks might help reduce the amount of oil leaking
into the cylinder.
Black Smoke: Black smoke is caused by excess fuel that has entered the cylinder
area and cannot be burned completely. Another term for excess fuel is "running rich."
Poor fuel mileage is also a common complaint when black smoke comes out of the
tailpipe. Black smoke out the tailpipe is the least cause for alarm. Excess fuel will
usually effect engine performance, reduce fuel economy, and produce a fuel odor.
How did the fuel get into the cylinder in the first place? Some of the causes of excess
fuel are a carburetor that is out of adjustment, a faulty fuel pump, a leaky fuel
injector, or a faulty engine computer or computer sensor. If black smoke is present,
check the engine oil as in the white smoke example to make sure excess fuel has not
contaminated it. Do not start the engine if a heavy, raw fuel smell can be detected in
the engine oil. Call your mechanic and advise him of what you have found.
At Fleet Authority we can offer a full diagnostic on what is causing your tailpipe
smoke. Next month’s article on Virginia Emission Inspections.

May Discounts
For easy printing download the attached coupons

Send a Friend Savings
Refer a friend to Fleet Authority.
When that friend is a new customer and purchases $ 250.00 or more in repairs,
Fleet Authority will give you a free oil change on any of your vehicles including up to
5 quarts of non synthetic oil.
We hope we’ve earned your trust enough for you to send us a referral, and we hope
you keep coming back! Shot us an email with your friend’s info.

A $ 45.00 Value
Call For An Appointment
Coupon Valid Until
05-31-2010

Send a Friend Referral Form
To: Phil Jones @ Fleet Authority
Customer Name:
Customer Phone:
Customer Email:

___________________
___________________
___________________

Friend’s Name: ______________________
Friend’s Phone: ______________________
Friend’s Email: ______________________
Refer a friend to Fleet Authority.
When that friend is a new customer and purchases $ 250.00 or more in repairs, Fleet
Authority will give you a free oil change on any of your vehicles including up to 5
quarts of non synthetic oil.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here or send a blank email to
unsubscribe@fleetauthority.com
Questions or Comments? E-mail us at info@fleetauthority.com or call 703-691-2100

